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· Bedford Borough Council Draft 2023/24 statement of accounts

Bedford Borough Council ended its previous financial year (2022/23) with a £2.27m deficit that occurred prior to the 2023 local elections. 

Despite the challenging financial landscape and £2.27m deficit the Council have ended the year showing a £174k surplus at year end while delivering services to residents and managing spiralling costs.

· Bedford and Milton Keynes waterway

On the 11th July the Council officially launched the Bedford and Milton Keynes Waterway project’s delivery phase.

This phase will focus on constructing sections of the canal as funding opportunities become available. It is expected that, upon delivery, the canal will deliver economic growth through increased leisure opportunities and employment alongside environmental benefits by making it easier to manage the water here. 

· Bus Services in Rural Villages 

Starting from the 31st July 2023, Grant Palmer (GP) will cease operating the Rural Bus service. The Borough Council put out a tender for its rural operation and Stagecoach were selected at the successful bidder.

Stagecoach bided against the current timetable and while the Council does not expect there to be any changes, we are currently waiting for a timetable from Stagecoach. Any changes, if there are any, will be communicated to residents ahead of time. 

The service will continue from the 1st August without interruption.

· Leisure/Oasis

In December 2023, the Council agreed to invest £4.9m across Bedford Borough’s leisure facilities in order to address issues. The investment was primarily used to address urgent health and safety at our facilities with a wide range of improvement works. This included essential replacement and repair of
plant/pumps, as well as the enhancement of changing rooms, shower facilities, lighting, boilers, heating, cooling, and customer facilities being replaced. These improvements have resulted in a
month-on-month growth of membership and participation across the sites.

Now that our facilities are back to a safe standard more work will be taking place to further redecorate existing sites to bring a brighter and more welcoming atmosphere.

· Wixams Station

Further information has been received from Network Rail regarding the expected capital costs of the project. 

Costs have increased as result of inflation which have increase construction prices by over 30% in the last 6 years alongside an increase in the contingency for inflation over the construction period, this has increased costs by an additional £3.6 million funding requirement. The Borough is currently funding the station through CIL 

If Universal goes ahead, that will change the requirements for the station and the costs of the revised station will be funded by central Government instead of the CIL funding currently being put forth by the Borough Council. 

· New Customer Hub

The Council opened its new Customer Hub situated at 2 Horne Lane, Bedford, the town centre hub which will serve as one-stop destination for residents seeking assistance with Council services.

The initiative aims to offer more personalised assistance, digital support, and access to valuable resources that will improve the support the Council provides to residents. 

· River Festival

The River festival took place on Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st July 2024. 

The new family additions such as the all new Family Island at St. Mary’s Garden, the Green Earth Kids area, Justice in Motion’s play, CODE and inviting schools to play and sing on the community stages received incredibly positive feedback, being a welcome addition by all young families. 

The enhanced cleansing during the festival had also received positive with festival goers commenting to Borough Officers and the Mayor on how much cleaner the festival had been which in turn made it more enjoyable for families.

· Financial Boost for Kinship Carers and Special Guardians

Bedford Borough Council is providing some much-needed extra support to our Foster Carers with an additional 4% increase to their allowances for 2024/25 taking the total increase to 8.6%. 

The money will be instrumental in helping carers them meet the challenges of raising their extended families ensuring all children receive the support they need. 

The allowances will be backdated to 1st April. 

· Town Centre Vision

Earlier this month, the Council unveiled its Bedford Borough Town Centre Vision and Capital Delivery Programme for Bedford and Kempston. 

This is a collaborative initiative that brings together ideas from the Mayor, Council, residents, and businesses across the Borough in a series of medium- and long-term projects. 

The overall vision will aim to modernise the Town Centre by embracing the changing roles they play in our communities today, adding to the small steps already taken by the Council to make a much more compelling Town Centre offering – from free parking, enhanced street cleansing, more shops which have all had a positive impact with increase footfall figures.

· Tennis

The National Tennis Association (NTA) will be taking over Bedford Borough’s newly (£400,000) refurbished Tennis courts as the new operator, NTA is a non-profit social enterprise who have extensive experience of managing park tennis sites across the UK.

National Tennis Association (NTA) will initially take over the running of courts in Bedford Park, Mowsbury Park, Southfields and Allen Park. Linden Road, Addison Howard Park and Russell Park will follow once works on these courts are complete.

The Courts will cost £6 per hour for pay and play, and £40 for an annual household pass which is the equivalent of just 77p per week.

· General Election 

Results for the Bedford general election are as follows:

· Prince Sadiq Chaudhury - Workers Party of Britain: 996
· Pinder Chauhan- Conservative Party: 8,912
· Ben Foley - Green Party: 2,394
· Tarek Javed – Independent: 1,442
· Matt Lansley- Reform UK: 4,548
· Henry Paul Vann - Liberal Democrat: 4,025
· Mohammad Yasin - Labour Party: 18,342 - ELECTED

Mid Bedfordshire general election results:
· Richard John Brunning - Social Democratic Party: 172
· Dave Holland - Reform UK: 8,594
· Gareth Mackey - Independent: 1,700
· Maahwish Mirza - Labour Party:15,591
· Stuart Francis Roberts - Liberal Democrats: 4,068
· Cade Sibley - Green Party: 2,584
· Blake Stephenson - Conservative Party: 16,912 – ELECTED 

North Bedfordshire general election results:
· Philippa Fleming – Green Party: 3027
· Joanna Szaub-Newton – Liberal Democrat: 5553
· Pippa Clayton – Reform UK: 8433
· Uday Nagaraju – Labour: 14,567
· Richard Fuller – Conservative Party: 19,981 – ELECTED 

Wyboston byelection results:
· Richard James Baker - Green Party: 277
· Susan Frances Henchley- Liberal Democrat: 515
· Sharan Sira - Conservative Party: 1,096 - ELECTED


