Monthly Borough Report January 2024


· Council Tax increase

Council’s up and down the country of all political persuasions are facing significant financial pressures for 2024/25. Due to the £2.37m budget overspend as a result of the previous administrations budget, Bedford Borough Council will be seeking to increase Council Tax by 4.99% in order to continue to deliver services to residents, whilst ensuring that Budgets balances.

· The 4-hour free parking in Bedford Town Centre

Introduced by the current Mayor following his election, 4 hours of free parking at Allhallows had been introduced during 2023. 

The current trends and statistics points to the trial having a positive impact on the Town Centre with footfall continuing to trend up and new shops opening. Further information will be provided after the trial period has concluded and the data has undergone an in depth analysis. 

· Share your thoughts on bus services in Bedford Borough

A consultation has gone out to the public to collect the views ffrom public transport users, residents, businesses, and visitors within the Borough regarding local bus services and other public transport alternatives that will be used to help shape the Council’s Public Transport Policy.

The consultation period concludes at 23:59 on 31st January 2024. To learn more and participate in the survey, please visit: https://www.bedford.gov.uk/your-council/have-your-say/consultations/bus-usage-survey-2024 

· Capital Programme

At an Extraordinary Full Council meeting in December, a majority of the current administration Capital Programme had been agreed.

This real lack of GP provision in communities across the Borough by “unblocking” delivery of these surgeries. It includes maintenance of our leisure facilities which were found to have over 1100 issues after a survey by the new administration, it includes funding for Town Centre regeneration among other projects.

The Leisure Village Capital Investment will be coming back in February. 

· Town Centre/Christmas light switch on Footfall Up

Recent changes in the Town Centre from the free car parking, new events, trees and lights over the Christmas period and the Council attracting new shops in the latter half of 2023 has had a positive impact on Town Centre footfall with it trending in positive direct. 

Further detail and historical data can be found in the attached footfall report. 

· Gritting

Following the recent period of cold weather, frost and ice the Council’s winter maintenance programme for its roads is underway. 

Gritting crews actively spreading salt on roads to maintain safe and accessible travel conditions. The latest updates can be found at https://apps.bedford.gov.uk/winterupdates/ or with a live map of the gritters at https://www.bedford.gov.uk/parking-roads-and-travel/winter-roads/keeping-winter-roads-safe.

· Town Centre

GLL will start operating Bedford Borough leisure centres in the coming days in the next few days as customers and staff will transfer to GLL on 1st February 2024.

To facilitate a smooth transition and prepare staff and services, Bedford’s leisure centres will be temporarily closed from 1st to 2nd February.

· Local Plan 2040

The Borough Council is in the process of evaluating its options in light of the Inspector’s feedback on the Local Plan.

More information on the Council direction will be available in due course. 


Wider Borough Items

· 5,000 free trees for local people and community tree planting sessions

Borough Council is giving away 5,000 trees to local residents, community groups, schools and organisations which can be collected from Wednesday 21 and Saturday 24 February, from 10am to 1pm, at the Oasis Pool car park, Bedford. A full list of species and some frequently asked questions will be available a few days before the event at www.bedford.gov.uk/trees. 

There will also be more tree planting sessions taking place across the Borough. Volunteers are asked to email volunteering@bedford.gov.uk with their choice of site, personal details (name and contact email or phone number) and also details of anyone that will be joining them. 

Community tree planting:

· Thursday 18 January, 10.30am, at Cardington Road, Bedford, What3words location ///heads.safely.other.
· Tuesday 13 February, 10.30am, at Moor Lane, near Elstow, What3words location ///cars.trees.soap.


· Bedford Park Tennis Courts

In the last 6 years and the Council has never done anything to the actual Tennis court surface at Bedford Park outside of small work such as replacing tennis nets and undertaking chemical treatments for moss over that period. 

Tennis nets are about £110 each, and probably replaced 2-3 per year, the spraying of the courts would be around a similar amount up to twice a year. This equates to a council spend of roughly £3300 on the Bedford Tennis courts in the last 6 years under the previous administration. (£110 x 5) x 6 years = £3300. 

We would need to double that figure and also have sinking fund of around £1,200 per court per year to resurface, reline each court between 10-15 year, depending on use and location.

Taking that into account for 9 courts we would need (£1,200 x 9) £10,800 per year. This would be £64,800 for 6 years. We would then need to double the previous £3300 = £6600 + £64,800 = £71,400. This means that in the last 6 years roughly £3300 on the Bedford park courts when it would have taken £71,400 to keep them in a good condition – Bedford Park courts are now considered to be in a dangerous condition. 

This year Bedford Borough Council has secured £370,000 to from the government and the LTA Tennis Foundation to improve the courts through resurfacing, repainting and the installation of new gate-access technology and an online booking system.

The courts will be reduced from 9 courts to 3 – this is unavoidable as the Courts will need to be repositioned to protect the trees in the surrounding area, protecting the ecosystem. 

